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1. CONTROLS ON THE IMPORT AND SUBSEQUENT DISPOSITION OF 
MOST TYPES OF FIREARMS AND AMMUNITION IN UNITED KINGDOM 
ARE AMONG MOST STRINGENT IN WORLD, RIVALED ONLY BY THOSE 
OF WEST GERMANY AND REPUBLIC OF IRELAND, ACCORDING TO 
HMG OFFICIALS. IMPORTS ARE CONTROLLED BY IMPORT LICENS- 
ING BRANCH, GENERAL DIVISION, DEPT. OF TRADE, UNDER 
AUTHORITY GRANTED BY THE IMPORT, EXPORT AND CUSTOMS 
POWERS (DEFENSE) ACT OF 1939. CONTROLS ON POSSESSION OF 
FIREARMS, DATING ORIGINALLY FROM 1920, ARE CURRENTLY IN- 
CORPORATED IN THE FIREARMS ACT OF 1968 AND ARE ADMINIS 
TERED BY THE HOME OFFICE. 

2. DEPARTMENT OF TRADE S IMPORT LICENSING PROCEDURES 
BASICALLY ARE DESIGNED TO REINFORCE HOME OFFICE REGULA- 
TION OF THE SALE, POSSESSION AND USE OF FIREARMS IN UK. 
INDIVIDUAL IMPORT LICENSES ARE REQUIRED OF ALL PERSONS 
WISHING TO IMPORT ANY FIREARMS CITED IN 1968 ACT 

(SEE BELOW). LICENSES NORMALLY ARE ISSUED BY DEPT. OF 
TRADE ONLY IF THE INDIVIDUAL ALREADY HOLDS A HOME OFFICE 
CERTIFICATE FOR THE WEAPON OR TYPE OF WEAPON CONCERNED. 
IMPORTS ARRIVING AT PORT OF ENTRY WITHOUT SUCH LICENSES 
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REGISTERED FIREARMS DEALERS WHO DEAL IN IMPORT OF FIRE- 
ARMS AND AMMUNITION FOR SALE IN UK MAY BE ISSUED AN OPEN 
INDIVIDUAL LICENSE BY DEPT. OF TRADE. THIS LICENSE 
ENTITLES THE DEALER TO IMPORT UNLIMITED QUANTITIES OF 
FIREARMS FOR SALE ONLY TO LEGALLY QUALIFIED PERSONS. 
PROVIDED LICENSE APPLICATION IS SUPPORTED BY HOME OFFICE 
DOCUMENTATION CALLED A REGISTERED FIREARMS DEALERS CER- 
TIFICATE, WHICH CERTIFICATES ARE SUBJECT TO ANNUALRE- 
NEWAL. 

3. THE HOME OFFICE'S LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY FOR CONTROL 
OF FIREARMS, WHICH WAS CONSOLIDATED IN 1968 ACT, PRO- 
HIBITS, EXCEPT IN RARE INSTANCES, THE PURCHASE OR 
POSSESSION OF CERTAIN TYPES OF WEAPONS, E.G., MACHINE 
GUNS, AND REQUIRES POLICE PERMISSION IN CERTIFICATE 
FORM FOR OTHERS, E.G., RIFLES AND HANDGUNS. POLICE CER- 
TIFICATION IS REQUIRED FOR SHOTGUNS, AS WELL, BUT NOT 

BY INDIVIDUAL WEAPON AS IS THE CASE WITH RIFLES AND HAND 
GUNS. THE MAJORITY OF AIR WEAPONS ARE NOT SUBJECT TO 
CONTROL BY POLICE CERTIFICATE, ALTHOUGH THERE ARE OTHER 
RESTRICTIONS ON THEIR SALE AND USE. CONTROL OF THE 
SALE AND POSSESSION OF AMMUNITION ROUGHLY APPROXIMATES 
THAT OF THE TYPE OF WEAPON IN WHICH IT IS USED. 

4. IMPORT LICENSES, WHETHER INDIVIDUAL OR OPEN INDI- 
VIDUAL, ORDINARILY ARE PRESENTED BY THE IMPORTER TO 
CUSTOMS AND EXCISE TO CLEAR THE SHIPMENT UPON ARRIVAL. 
DEPT. OF TRADE OFFICIALS STATE, HOWEVER, THAT THERE 
WOULD BE NO IMPEDIMENT TO IMPORTER PROVIDING A COPY OF 
HIS IMPORT LICENSE IN ADVANCE TO THE SUPPLIER ABROAD. 
RICHARDSON 
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